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THE STEGER-NANCE HOUSE:
PHYSICIAN

RESIDENCE OF AN EARLY MAYSVILLE

by
William J. Stubno, Jr.
Partially hidden from view, the old Dr. Steger
residence has stood in Maysville, Alabama, as a reminder
of a time when land was inexpensive and "cotton was king."
Built almost 130 years ago, the home, retaining most
of its Greek Revival characteristics, has changed little
in its general appearance except for the front porch
and rear additions. Moreover, a servants' quarters
or smokehouse, constructed in the same style as the
main house, still occupies its place in the back yard.
Essentially, the Steger house is a two-story brick
structure with chimneys on both ends as well as one
servicing its two-story ell. Interior trim, doors,
and fireplace mantels are Greek Revival, a style popu
lar in the 1840's and 1850's.
Modifications to the house have detracted some
what from its original appearance. For example, the
transom on the second floor is covered by the roof of
the porch. Additionally, the one above the downstairs
entrance has been removed to accommodate taller doors,
although the sidelights remain. The porch, one of a
series, is of recent construction, the first being some
type of columned arrangement. Th^ original cedar
shingles have also been replaced.
Still, architecturally
speaking, the home is essentially undisturbed.
The old Steger place was specifically located in
the southwest quarter of the southwest quarter of
section 16, township 3 south, range 2 east, part of
a tract set aside for school lands. According to the
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Ordinance of 1785, every 16th section of every township
of Government surveyed land was reserved for schools.^
Subsequently, when the Alabama Territory became a
State on March 2, 1819, this Government stipulation
was put into effect in all of the townships of the ^
lands surveyed by the Federal Government of Alabama.
On January 15, 1828, the United States Congress author
ized the State of Alabama to sell the school lands of
the 16th section in the various townships and to use
the money for educational purposes.^ However, a rush
by private individuals and speculators to purchase
these school lands did not occur.
The 16th section in the vicinity of Maysville
was not sold until the 1850's. In fact, Maysville had
only started to flourish around 1838, when "a tanyard
and store were put up at Maysville and several houses
were built south of the 16th section."5 Taking advan
tage of the potential lucrative opportunities, William
Stewart, and others, began operating various businesses
in the area by 1840.6 on January 30, 1852, Maysville,
whose limits included the southwest corner of the 16th
section, was formally incorporated with the following
boundaries:
That the town of Maysville, in the County of
Madison, be and the same is hereby incorporated;
and the corporate limits of said town shall
embrace an area of land one-half a mile square,
the marginal lines of which shall be equidistant
east, west, north and south from the southwest
corner of the sixteenth section, township 3,
range 2 east, of Base's meridian.?
With the incorporation of Maysville, the town, fast
becoming the center of a prosperous farming community,
encompassed part of the 40 acres of land known as the
southwest quarter of the southwest quarter of the
16th s e c t i o n . 8 Judge Thomas J. Taylor, once a resident
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of Maysville and neighbor of Dr. Steger, recalled:
When the sixteenth section was sold Wm. Stewart
and B. B. Nunnally bought the greater section on
which part of Maysville is situated and laid off
town lots and the place was incorporated under
the name of Maysville. . . .^
William Stewart had actually received a certificate of
purchase for the northeast, northwest, and southeast
quarter sections of the southwest quarter around 1856.
After his final payment, Stewart was issued a State
patent in 1860.1“ Dr. Bright Berry Nunnally and his
partner, Joel H. Chambless, on the other hand, had
received a certificate of purchase for the southwest
quarter of the southwest quarter around 1852, "at a
sale made by the School Commissioners of township no.
three range two east, of the 16th section . . . ." H
According to court records, they then "executed their
joint bonds . . . in accordance with the requisitions
of the law in such cases."1^ Once full payment, on a
credit system extending up to four years, was made on
the purchase,a State patent would be issued.13 Shortly
after their certificate was received, they divided the
property into town lots, the first of which was to James
M. Johnson that same y e a r . 14
Eventually,Nunnally and Chambless sold one of the
lots to F. E. H. Steger, a local doctor, who paid for
the real estate on installments. Shortly thereafter,
the Maysville physician more than likely began building
the Steger home, probably completed ca. 1854.
Upon the death on May 1, 1856, of Chambless, who
lived near the Jackson County line, all of the lots
were sold except two, one of which was "bounded • • *^5
on the north by the premises of F. E. H. Steger . . 11
Since Nunnally and Chambless still owed the "Township
a balance of the purchase money" for the two unsold
lots, a patent could not be issued.16 Additionally, the
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certificate of purchase was missing, requiring the
administrators of Chambless' estate to call upon
acquaintances of the decedent, among them Fleming Jordan
and Thomas H. Hewlett, to testify that Chambless and
Nunnally had indeed purchased the southwest quarter of
the southwest quarter from the School Commissioners
of the T o w n s h i p . 17 After considerable litigation, it
was finally established, among other considerations,
that Chambless and Nunnally had purchased the property
in question, although a state patent would never be
issued.18
^ In 1859, Nunnally, the surviving partner, conveyed
to Steger title to the land upon which the physician
had built his house, for $877.00. It contained the
following boundaries:
All that certain tract or parcel of land lying and
being in the County of Madison and State of Alabama,
being a part of the south west quarter of section
sixteen in township three, range two east described
as follows, beginning at the southeast corner of a
lot now owned by Thomas Maddin thence eastwardly
with south boundary of said Maddin's lot-and south
of a plank fence six hundred and forty-two feet
George W. Laughinghouse west boundary line thence
northwestwardly with said boundary line nine hundred
and fifty-seven feet and four inches to a stake,
thence westwardly to the north east corner of James
M. Johnson s lot thence with his east boundary line
southwardly to his south east corner thence west
wardly on his south boundary to his corner on west
boundary of sixteenth section thence southwardly
with said section line to Thomas Maddin's corner thence
eastwardly to the north east corner of his garden
thence southwardly to the south east corner of the
same thence eastwardly to the north east corner of
his house lot thence southwardly to the place of
beginning supposed to contain twenty acres more or
less, also a lot or parcel of land lying in the
village of Maysville in the County of Madison, and
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State of Alabama and known and described as follows,
beginning at the south west corner and running east
to street thence north to alley thence west to
section line, thence south Sever's shop line and is
bounded north by alley east by street south by Sever's
and west by section line and is supposed to contain
one 1/4 of an acre more or less.-^
By the time this deed was made, Dr. Steger was a
wealthy physician with assets of over $15,000.00.
he was, moreover, well established in the community
not only by wealth, but also by strong family ties.
Born in the Mississippi Territory on October 4,
1810, Francis Epps Harris Steger was the son of John
P. Steger of Powhatan County, Virginia, and Rebekah
M. Harris Steger, daughter of Francis Epps Harris, a
noted Revolutionary War veteran and once secretary to
Thomas J e f f e r s o n . 2-1- As a young man, Steger attended
"medical lectures" in Louisville, Kentucky, and later
was the recipient of an honorary Masters of Arts
degree in 1851 from La Grange College, a Methodist
institution near Florence, A l a b a m a . 22 He was married
(1841) to the former Miss Mary Elizabeth Maddin, daughter
of the noted Methodist minister, Thomas Maddin, and was
the father of eight children.23
With the advent of the Civil War, Dr. Steger,
according to an old letter written to Rev. Maddin
during the struggle, moved to Harris County, Georgia,
where he was offered a position in a hospital by a
Major Jones of the Confederate Army. In Steger's
absence, the house was cared for by his father-in-law,
Thomas Maddin.24
Rev. Maddin, a devout and pious man, was born in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on February 13, 1796. He
was raised in the Roman Catholic faith but became a
Methodist in spite of "bitter opposition" from family
and friends afjj|r his family moved to Louisville, Ken
tucky in 1814.
In 1818, he received a license to
preach, the genesis of a ministerial career, spanning
over half a century. A graduate of La Grange College,

Published by LOUIS, 1982

9

5

Huntsville Historical Review, Vol. 12 [1982], No. 1, Art. 3
Maddin was a charter trustee in 1843 of Athens College,
at that time known as the Female Institute of the
Tennessee Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
C h u r c h . From 1846 until the coming of the Civil War,
the Alabama minister was a prominent participant in the
ecclesiastical affairs of the Tennessee Conference of
the Methodist Church; but the war altered the course
of his life.27
During the conflict, Rev. Maddin, whose wife had
recently passed away, was a virtual prisoner in his
son-in-law's home. In his own words he described the
deplorable situation:
My health, by the blessing of God is good; I eat
two meals per day and sleep about six hours in
twenty-four, rather restless, and lay awake many
hours these long nights, chop all my wood, and work
hard in the working season, have not preached for
many months except a funeral sermon of Mrs. De Bou six or eight months ago - keep no horse, so I go
nowhere from home; indeed, I am afraid to go any
where - robbers are spread over the county and
Yankees hitherto on every r o a d . 28
Maysville, in fact, was pillaged and burned by Federal
troops. Fencing was knocked down and homes were burned,
including Jack 0 'Neel's, as Maddin related, "where
not a trace is left . .. except one load of joist, which
I paid a man $5 to haul home and are now in the smoke
house. . . . "
William Stewart's store and Bill
Hall's Masonic hall were also leveled. Dr. Steger's
old office, moreover, was utilized as an Army doctor's
office, then turned into a harness makers' shop, and
finally ^gto a pesthouse for the care of smallpox
victims.
In regards to the Steger home, Union soldiers
threatened to burn it on several occasions, but they only
searched it. Federal troops, however, took all of the
vegetables from the garden as well as the fruit from
the orchard.31
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After the war, Steger continued to live in Harris
County, Georgia, and, subsequently, sold his house to
Rev. Maddin in 1866.32 A few years later, he returned
to his former residence in Maysville with considerably
reduced assets, but was, nevertheless, able to employ
a young domestic servant, Margaret Anderson.33 In
1872, the county physician became a trustee of Maddin
Chapel, a Methodist Episcopal Church, built on land
donated by Thomas Maddin who had moved to Nashville,
Tennessee.3
In 1874, Maddin died in the Tennessee
capital, and the administrator of his estate eventually
conveyed title of the Maysville home back to the Stegers
on July 5, 1878.3^
Dr. Steger, listed in a Maysville incorporation
voting election in 1882, remained in the community
throughout most of the 1880's.36 In 1889, he sold his
house, with the exception of the family cemetery
located in the northeast corner of the garden, to Dr.
D. H. McClain (see explanatory footnote).3? He moved
to Nasville where he lived until his death, caused by
a stroke, on January 3, 1907. The doctor was buried
next to his wife in Mount Olivet Cemetery in Davidson
County, Tennessee.38
The new owners of the Steger residence held title
to it for almost four years. In 1893, during the
Christmas season, they sold it to John W. Wortham.
In January 1907, the lot, along with adjoining property,
surveyed by G. W. Jones, County Surveyor, was sold
to Dr. Isaac W. Howard, a local physician.40
Isaac William Howard, the son of James Marion
and Margaret Elizabeth Howard, was born in a log house
in Henegar, Alabama, on April 17, 1870. He attended
school in Henegar and in Langston before going to
Scottsboro College in the early 1890's.41 Later
attending Southern University in Greensboro, Alabama,
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Howard graduated from that institution in 1896, and
then enrolled in the Memphis Hopsital Medical College.
Receiving a medical degree from the Memphis school
in 1899, he was subsequently licensed to practice in
Fort Payne, De Kalb County, Alabama.42
Dr. Howard came to Maysville with his new bride,
Mary, in 1901, the beginning of a most rewarding
career, and became known throughout the vicinity as
"kind, considerate, patient, and c h e e r f u l . " 4 3 H i s
sister-in-law, Martha Ormand, assisted him in his
practice, located in a building close to the house.
A laboratory and study, moreover, were situated in the
basement of his residence.4^ Due to poor health, he
discontinued practicing medicine in 1930, and a year
later, recorded a quit claim deed, granting all title
to his wife.45 After the death of Dr. Howard on
March 19, 1938, she continued to hold title for the
remainder of her life. In 1948, her daughter, Mary E.
Landry, inherited the property.
Mrs. Landry, abandoned by her husband, Cary I.
Landry, in February 1949, was a resident of New Orleans,
Louisiana.4/ whenever she visited Maysville, a town
she considerably disliked, she would never go near
her parent's house for reasons unknown to the family.
She soon sold the house with all of its contents to
Harry F. Nance, Sr, in 1950.48
Nance, the son of Walter and Sue Nimo Nance, was
a cotton ginner and farmer, active in numerous community
a c t i v i t i e s . A t the time of his death in 1961, the
house became the property of his widow, Kathryne, who
willed it to her two sons, Harry and R o b e r t . 50 There
after, the lot remained in the Nance family until
Robert sold it to Heyman and Betty Stephens on November
2) 1977.
Still in the hands of the Stephens family, the
Steger home is now being restored. Over $50,000.00
has been spent so far on materials as well as many
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hours of hard work on the part of the owners.
One interesting item, found in the house by the
Stephens, is an old Bible printed in 1849. According
to the inscription on the inside cover, the book be
longs to L. F. Lamberson, once a neighbor of Dr.
Steger's mother and son of John Lamberson, an early
settler in the a r e a . 53 T h e house also contains other
interesting items including antique furniture.
The Steger-Nance home is indeed a vital part
of the early history of the Maysville community.
It deserves to be preserved for future generations
to admire, study, and enjoy.

The
Stfete o f Ala, M adisonCounty, i. «•
Court o f Probate o f taid County, in vacation, Utk day

o f July, 1867.
Come John W S c o tt, and Jane W. Chamblen, ad
m inistrator and Administratrix, of the Estato of Jool H.
Chambless, late of said county, deceased, by thoir attorneya, and file a Petition in writing for the sale of the
following described Real Estate, in said county, for the
payment ol' dobts, which the said Docedont, a t the time
of his death, owned jointly with one b rig h t B. Nunnally, to wit: Ono lot situated in Maysville, bounded
on the E ast by the premises of George W. Laughinghouse, on the North by the premises of Francis E. 11.
Steger, on the West by the premises of the said Bright
B.N unnally and William H. W ortham, and on the South
by the Street, or Bellefonte Road, supposed to contain
about four acres. Also, a lot of ground (in J/aysville)
bounded South by lots sold by said N unnally and
Chambless, to Fleming Jordan and Richard Bradshaw,
North by Stephen Severs lot, and on the E ast and W est
by streets, and containing about one aoro and * half of
ground: Ordered, by the Court, thafcnotioe of the pen
dency of the said Petition be given to all persons in
any manner concerned therein, by publication for throo
successive weeks in the Southern Advocate, a weekly
newspaper printed in the Town of H untsville, in said
county, that they be and appear before the Judge of
said Court, at tho Torm thereof to be held a t the Court
house of naid county, on tho Second Monday in Auyiut
next, and there and then contest said Petition if they
think proper.
A copy: Testo.
July 16, 1857. F . L. IIAMMOND, Judge p. c.
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